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An Honest Man Relieved
of Suspicion of Guilt

By ELI MOFFATT MILLEN
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The “credit man" laughed and drew
his heavy chalr closer into the circle.
He glanced at his watch,

“l will Just have time to give you
one story. Then I must go," he sald.

“Most of you will remember the
character killing publicity given sev:
eéral years ago to a man of the name
of John Goode. He was a defaulter,
you will recall, and bhe has never ex-
plained what became of his rich uncle.
who disappeared as off the face of the
earth.

“John Goode had not been with our
*oncern long when the din broke loose.
He bad been there long enough, how-
ever, t0 become a frieud of the treas-
urer,

“The treasurer of our entire system
is a woman. They say It takes a wo-
man to read the small type on a man's
soul,

“John Goode came along—1 have for-
gotten now In what capacity at first,
but bhe got along. He was n soft
spoken individual when he did speak.
There was an open faced directness
about him, The heads of the firm Jlked
him, but he did not throw himself
much in thelr way. He did pot draw
down a very heavy envelope and bad
un wife and three children to keep out
of that. I used to wonder how he man.
aged it, for he did not have the look
of a man in want. He was always
neatly dressed. I saw his family with
him one evenlug, and they were neatly
firessed.

“Boft spoken, did I say? Yes, al-
lowing for certain provocations. There
was one subject, whenever It was men.
tloned, that brought him to emphatic
words. He never hesitated to state
that he belleved a man's word should
be his bond, whether there were other
Ironclad ngreements or not.

“Somehow I could not belp wonder-
Ing a bit how far he would go with
his theorles. I found ount.

“One day I overheard him ask one

. of the boys for $3 till the next pay

dny. He was refused for the sulllclent
reason that the other fellow did not
have it, but he was told that the treas-
urer at times advanced a lttle If she
was satisfied with her character read.
ing.

“Goode went to the treasurer. Ie
got the five, which, of course, was to
be deducted from his pext envelope,
That was the small part of {t.

“He stood by the trensurer's desk
for half an hour after be hnd asked
for the five. The two got acquainted,
and the trensurer, so 1 was 10ld, smiled
when be left her as If =slie had been
honored hy the visit,

“One day, when Goode had been with
us about a year, I went into the treas-
urer's office to get her opinlon about
one of our former boys who had gone
into business for himself. She gave
her opinion quickly and began to talk
about ‘our boys.'

“*And don't you think we have got
a model in Mr, Goode? she asked.

“*Oh, ] don't know! 1 answered.
“Why?

“*I Jet him have a good deal of mon-
ey thls morning—thut s, for the sal-

“pUT—BCT,”  MISS | SUSIE  STAMMERED,
"1 LET HIM HAVE MOHK THAN THAT."

ary he is getting,’ she said—"nnd 1 am
wondering If 1 ought to have done it.'

“Just bere let me state for your en-
lightenment that Miss Busie was not a
debutante. Her face was smooth and
unwrinkled as a baby's, but her eyes
were not coquettish. The wmllver was
beginning to run Ita glistening sireaks
through ber balr.

“ A temptingly large nmount? I ank-
ed to avold putting a more direct gues-
ton.

**Ope hundred and sixty-five dollars.
He offered to tell me what for, but |
told him I only cared to know that he
would deal bhonorably with me. | am
to take fAve a week off.”

“+And he gets fifteen a week, eh?

1 torned and walked out. FEven
with my back to her | could feel that
she was watching me anxionsly.

“At the door | met Mr. Merrick.

« Misz Susle,’ | heard him say. ‘give
Mr. Goode n week's salary In advance
if he calls. He n=ked for n weeli's va-
eation this morning, and ns he hns
been doing such good work | 1old him
to eall and get bis nest week's salary
in sdvance.”

“I paused.

“‘But—but,' Miss Susle stammered
T let bim have more than that. I ad.
vanced him $165, I'—

“ “Whe-e-you!" whistled Mr, Merrick,
‘lsn’t that taking a good deal in your
own bands, Miss Busle? *We have
given you authority to belp the boys
with imited amounts, If you think they
are worthy, but I am afraid you have
done It to a brown this time.'

“He ran hls band through his halr
meditatively.

“'Oh, well, never mind!’ he added
kindly. ‘I don't know that you have
bungled so badly. [ belleve he will not
take advantage of it.'

“Goode did not call for hls week's
advance the president had so kindly
[om He left the office at noon,

“Goode had been gone three days
when the papers told a story about de-
tectives from another city up the state
looking for a defaulting bank cashler
In our city.

“His name was John Goode.

“He had been gone a year. His
shortage and absconding had been cov-
ered up by the bank officials all that
time, mainly that they might hunt him
down on the qulet. A bungling detec-
tive had let It out,

“Miss Susie wonld not hear to giv-
Ing a bint of wur knowledge of Goode
to the detectives. Mr. Merrick was
cnlled In. Miss Susle convinced him
that not a word should go out from us,

“"We can do our own Investigating
when hls week's vacation Is up,' she
sald. ‘I am satisfled to walt till then.
He will come back.

“‘He will be back, declared Miss
Susle confidently.
will take my medicine. Not until’

“That afternoon detectlves found a
Mra, John Goode, who had just taken
ropms in a cheap hotel far downtown.
Bhe confessed that Goode had left her
several days before, Bhe did not know
where he bad gone. He bad wmarried
ber only the month previous.

“Two days later, the day before John
Goode’s vacation was up, the papers
found an entirely new story that in-
terested the city.

“A rich old bachelor who had lived
nlone waps missing. His house was
locked up. It was recalled by the
nelghbors that he bad not been seen
for more than a week, They had
heard him say that he had only one
relative and that relative was a man
without a home, The old man had
never before gone away.

“Had some mishap befallen him?

“In the search for the old fellow his
house and its contents were gone over.
A copy of his will was found in his
old drop d walnut desk.

“A clause in the will contalned the
name of John Goode.

“John Goode, according to the clause,
was a nephew. He was cut off from
participating in the estate. The old
man evidently distrusted Llm.

“A lttle old safe had been pried
open, and an empty canvas money bag
lay in front of it. It was easy to sur-
mise what had happened to the old
man, You recall the case.

“The detectives took a trall a week
old, but declared that it was still a bot
one.

“Milss Susie still refused to let me
offer our information, which, strange
to relate, had not leaked out.

“‘You are hindering justice! You
are in contempt of law! You are an
nccessory after the fact!" I told her,

“‘Tomorrow night, If John Goode
bas not returned, you may go ahead,’
she answered. ‘If you walt you may
be glad.' ‘

“One of the first thinga I had to do
the next morning was to go into Miss
Susle’s office on another matter, As
I finished my business with Miss Susle
she looked me squarely in the eye and
smiled sympathetically.

“‘Don't you worry so much over
that Goode affalr,’ she sald. ‘I am not
worrying, [ somehow have a joyous
feeling this mofuing that the fellow
will be back at work before noon.'

“As she finlshed speaking the door
behind me opened. Miss Busle's face
expanded and contracted and flushed
with the most amazed expressions I
ever beheld on a woman’s countenance.
Her eyes almost bulged. Before I
could turn she clapped her hands once
and with a cry, half of joy, half of
unbelief, arose and then sat down
again llke one exhausted.

“The next instant John Goode stood
at the desk, almost by my side, His
face was browned and had a healthier
glow than when he left. 1 sidled
around the desk a step or two that 1
might look into his eyes.

“He leaned over Miss Susle's desk.
He held a lttle scrap of paper In his
band.

“‘Miss Busle, you must bave been
nbsentminded when you gave mo this,
or was it a compliment to what you
belleve to be my honor? | found ft
wrapped up In the bills you gave me.’

“Miss Busie looked at it, and her
face flushed. She glanced quickly
through a lttle flle on her desk.

“‘1 must have, she sald—'I must
have put it in by mistake. I—it is best
to keep a little tangible memorandum,
you know, Mr, Goode, even thongh it
I8 not needed, 1 hadn't missed 1t. I
thought it was here, Why'—

“She broke off in confusion. In the
confuslon she brushed the little serap
off of her desk with her hand. I picked
it up for her, stealing a glance ns 1
Iuld It back on the desk.

“It was a recelpt given by Goode for
the £165. Under his signature he had
seribbled hastily:

“‘Not more than five a week off.

“At that, Miss Susle looked up at
bim with a steange light in her eye.

“*Out of your own mouth. Mrs Goode.
tell me—do yon deserve to be trusted
that far? ahe asked.

“ “Yes. and further If necessnry.' bhe
mswered steadily.

“1 stood gaplng llke a Kentucky

“

‘If he does not 1,

mountaln boy before the statute of
Henry Clay.

“Miss Busie took up the scrap of
papor and, with the tenderness of a
mother when she gives her boy his
father's cross of honor because she
thinks he ls ready for it, tucked it into
John Goode's hand.

**“Thank you,' suld Goode, as though
he meant it. ‘I hope you will always
trust me In this manner.'

“I ptarted to follow the fellow out.
He did not go, Instead, he tucked the
receipt in his vest pocket and pulled a
roll of bills from his trousers pocket.
He counted out $150 and laid it on the
desk before Miss Susie,

“‘l suppose Mr. Merrick told you
that he expected me to have the salary
for the week 1 was away?

“Miss Susle could not answer for &
moment,

“'Didn't you need the money? she
managed finally to ask. ‘I thought you
were golng to need quite awhile to pay
it back?

“ ‘I needed it very badly when I ask-
ed for it,’ sald Goode. ‘I belleved then
that it would take me several months
o pay It back. A little money has
come my way during the week [ have
been absent, thanks to belng able to
gather it in. T do not need it now. I
find that it is not a good thing, men-
tally, to let debts hang over.'

“‘You had a restful time? Miss
Susle questioned in a faraway, conven-
tional tone.

“Goode smlled wearlly.

“iNot very, sald he. The worrled
look came Into his eyes with renewed
emphasls, ‘An uncle of mine, who
dled recently, left me a blg farm up
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“MIBS SUSIE, YOU MUST HAVE BEEN AD-
BENTMINDED WHEN YOU OAVE ME THIS."

the state, I had to go up there; but,
with the exception of the money I got
from the trip, I have had a rather an-
guishing tifhe of it.'

“Miss Busle's face was blanched and
drawn. I could tell that she was suf-
fering as she plotured the cause of
Goode's angulsh,

*“ sold a few hogs and a drove of
sheep, Goode went on. ‘That helped
quite a bit. I used to hope that my
uncle would: leave me the money he
left to charity Instead of the farm,
but T am glad now that It was the
farm.

“It will always be a sequestered
retreat for me,’ he added cautiously,
yet with certain boldness, it seemed
to me, for a man in his box,

“*I will not get to be with my fam-
lly for some time, though,’ he went on
wearily, *

“‘What makes you think so? Miss
Susle asked. -

* 1 cannot keep them here becnuse'—
he paused and swallowed rather hard—
‘because my little girl has a bad lung.
I did not know It till a few days be-
fore I left. It upset me so I have not
slept. 1 feel better today. The doe-
tor told me yesterday, before 1 left
them, that she would come through
with big lungs by keeping her up
there. Bo you see they have got to
stay there, and 1| have got to stay
here—Iif the powers that be will let
me.'

“He turned to go.

**1 thank you for the trust, Miss
Susle,' he sald earnestly as he wheeled
at the door and again faced her.
‘Have 1 fully established a clalm to
your confidence’

“*Was It your child that took you,
Mr. Goode?” Miss Busle begged, with
a choke in her volce. Instead of an-
swering him,

“*What do you mean, Miss Susle?T
Goode managed to ask, his lips agqulv-
er. ‘Do you belleve'—

“‘Do you deserve to keep her—your
child? Miss Susle Interrupted,

“Goode's eyes never wavered from
hers. He, was slow to answer.

“*1 do," be answered quletly,

“Hls eyes just then as they ap-
peared to me held a brazen challenge.

“Miss Susle must bave plerced them
deeper than L

““You are an honorable man,’ she
smiled radiantly back at him, Then a
tear came Into her eye, and she turned
ber head :

“8he was correct.”

The “eredit man” rose from his chalr
and took out his watch,

“But Goode 1 ‘doing time,’ " chorus-
ed the clubmen,

“Oh. that is another Goode! They
ennght him a few hours after our John
Goode eame back,

“Our Goode is onr forelgn represent-
ative now, If he eabled for a loan
rqual to half the value of the business
he would eome vere noar setting It

“With his word for his bond t20."
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colorings. In Tweed
Velours, Gabardine and

raised deep collar,

MAIL ORDERS
PROMPTLY
TAKEN CARE OF

SN S S =SSR
Hosts of

FALL COATS
at $ I 51_02

Come Sweeplng in

Smart new topcoats of finest quality, style and
tailoring. Slip-ons, walking coats, motor coats,
utility coats—in fact “every good new style of
coat for the approaching chilly days. New Fall
Mixtures, Novelt

for both fall and winter wear.

Coat sketched comes In a tweeed mixture,
Greon velvet trims the cuffs, patch pockets and
Three-quarter self-belt;
back hange In straight line.

A\Y
o All sizes from 34 to 44, Splendid value, $15, - @

B SIEGEL

Plaids,
eight is

Broadcloth.

Coat Is self-lined.

CORMERL WOODWARD & AIATE
DETROIT, MICH,
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Editorial Comment

Bryan butts, Wilson tuts.

Watchful maketh woeful

wanting.

walting

Candldate Hughes doesn't talk like
a tut-tutter.

Hughes Is hammering and the Demo-
crats are ynmmering.

The Willson Adminlstration stands
for taxes, and more taxes.

The Hughes trail will be cold by
the time the Democrats strike It

As a party leader, would It be falr
to refer to J. Ham Lewis as J, “Pork”
Lewls?

Bryan says Mr, Hughes' talks aren't
Judicial. No. The people can under-
stand 'em perfectly.

Can the folks on the Democratle
band wagon continue to play by the
President's notes?

Hughes says the country ean't be
saved by letting it drift. That's where
he and W. Wilson differ.

Washington reports that a new apol-
ogy has been sent to First Chief Car-
ranza. Looks llke n hablt.

Mr, Bryan is mistaken when he says
Hughes Is “vitriolic.” The ecandidate
I8 merely applylng the acld test.

A messenger of President Wilson
found out that Colorado women were
for the administration. No messenger,
of course, can be blamed for making

good.

Political opponents are beginning to
find that why Mr. Hughes kept sllence
80 long wasn't because he had lost
his tongue.

—_—

Another encouraging feature about
our new navy 18 that when It |s com-
pleted, Mr. Danlels will not be Secre
tary of It

Having discovered that the Demo-
crats don't llke what he Is saying Mr.
Hughes doubtless Is convinced that
he Is on the right track.

Mr. Gardner should not quote what
Mr. Wilson sald while president of
Princeton. His ntterances are outlaw-
ed by himself In seven days,

That man Hughea 18 eausing the
Demoeratic newspapers an endless
amount of worry. Apparently they
will never be satisfied until he turns
the management of his campalgn over
to them.

Mr. Hughes' speeches are giving
poor eatlsfactlon to the Democratic
press, which proves they are very
good speeches, Indeed,

Secretary Baker ls developing an
agllity In-changing his mind that must
endear him to his discoverer,

Mr. Wilson's Administration musts
confess Itself Incompetent In one re-
wpect or the other. It elther has ap-
propriated for an unneeded navy or
it has neglected & needed navy. It
can select its fault to sult itzelf. In
one respect or the other It must be
wrong.

“I belleve in efliciency In polities
Just as much as In anything else”
says Mr. Hughes. Eficlency 18 an
excellent watch-word, and Its use In
the campaign Is merely a forerunner
of its use In the White Honse when
he geta there,

First they sald that Hughes was an
{eeberg, now they are saying that he
Is a mud-slinger. He cannot possibly
be both, and as u matter of fact, Is
nelther. The Democrats must feel In
a wighty bad wny when they ery

Commissioners’' Notice.

In the mar'er of the esiate of Albert K.
Glles, decensed.

We the underslgned, having bee, appointed
by the Hoo. Matthew Bush, J ¢ge of Probate
in and for the County of Shiawasses, Swate of
Michigan, enmmissioners to receive, exsmine
and nojust all clsims and demauan of wil par
sons agslost sald estate, do hereby give nolce
thiat we will meet st the Owosro Ruviogs vank,
In the City of Owosso In sald Couuty, on
Tursday the Tth day ot November, A. D, 1916,
and on Mouoday. the #th day of Janusry, A, L,
I%.7, ut ben o'clock in the forenoon of each of
sa'd days, for the purpose of receiving and
adjusting w1l clmtme agaiost aald ostate and
thut four months from the fith duy of SBeptem-
ber, A. D, 1916, are nllowed to erediors to pre-
gent the:r olalms te sald commissiois for
adjustmnant and allowance.

Dated the bih day of September, A. D, 1016,

ASA D, WHIPPLE,
WORTHY 5 COUPER,
PR Commissloners.

FRED SMITH

Furniture Repairing and
Finishing

New Location East of Main St, Bridge,
UNION PHONE 224

H, LEIBOWITZ

New complete line of
BEHOES AND RUBBERS

Electric Shoe Repairing Neatly Done
B18 West Main Street.

HAROLD M. NOONON

GRADUATE OF GANT TUNING SCHOOL
Valparaiso, Indisos
PIANO TUNING, VOICING,
REGULATING, REPAIRING
All Work Guarsnteed. U. Phone 878 Jdreen
640 Gilbert St., Owosso, Mich.

FARM FOR RENT OR SBALE—2
miles pouth and one-half mile east of
Ovid; 70 acres: good buildinge; well
tiled; muet be right kind of farmer to
rent it. Address U, H. Apple, Hyslop's
grist mill, Ovid, Mich. )

HAIRDRESSING PARLORS — Re-
member the old reliable firm of Stove
& Mix are #till doing businesa at 401 N,
Park street, Switches made to order
on short notice. Bhampooing and hair-
dressing. Unicn phone 271.

———— . N

We Show Men & Women

te maka B30 f0 S100 weskly. yoar sround.
=:u!.u opfportunity for | {ncome, Why waste
time working for o 1 Use your me ab
h'n:m- and guin I-t:;‘d:’lrl’t::w;nn
awn mas to-dny.
T e o0 Fitib v New Tork iy,

O AN YRR Ing.

JESSE O, PARKER, M. D.

109 Ball Street Ground Floor

Examination of and treatment for
acute and chronic diseases by latest
hospital methods. City and country
visita. Obatetrics. X-rays.

Union Phone 246, 2 and 3 Rings

“URIC ACID
NEVER CAUSED
RHEUMATISM”

— 1 WANT to prove |t to your satisfas.
tlon. It you have Rheomatism or
o g ‘l)trlll.“ Tite
what your ouh o = W to-dny
fur my FREE DOOK on “HHEUMA-
TISM ~Its Couve and Cure.” Thou-
aandn oall 1t ““The most wonderful

Kk ever written” Don't send &
statnp—it's ABSOLUTELY

JESSE A. CASK

Dept. 943

We have moved to our new building,
304 W. MAIN STREET.

Matthews & Clarke
ATTORNEYS

SUoceasors to
CHAPMAN, MoNAMARA & MATTHEWS
Omee, Phone Unlon No, 196,
Residence, Phone Unlon No. Mi-biack.

WANTED—Ambitlons men desiring
to earn $200 or more per month. Every
salesinan given special training, Un-
limited opportunities. Write immedi-
ately. Power Lubricating Co., Detroit,
Mich. Adv L
LET THE TIMES PRINTING
CO, DO YOUR PRINTING.

Probate Order.

Btats of Michigan, The Probate Court for
the County of Shiswasses,

“At o semnion of the Probate Courtfor said
County, held at the Probate office, iu the
City of Corunns, on the Oth day of Bep:
tember, In Lthe yeasr one thousand mnoe
hundred and sixteen,

Presont, Matthew Husb, Judge of Probate

In the mstter of ithe esiate of Michasl
Cunningham, decensod.

The Administrator of sald estate havimg
and:;nd & supplemontal scoount to thia

urt.

It 18 ordered, that the 2nd day of Oectober
pexs, at ton o'clook In the forenoon. at sald
Probate ofee, be appointed for « xaminirg
and allowing ssld account.

And it s further ordered, that & copy of this
order be published three successive woeks,

revious to ihe sald day of hesring, In the

osan Times, & newapaper printed and eircu-
Iating In sald County of Shinwassve,
MATTHEW BUSH,
Judge of

By Probate.
CLARIBEL GALLOWAY,
Probute Register.
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Put-In-Bay-Cedar Point
Cleveland -Sandusky

DAYLIGHT ACROSS THE LAKE

Day Excursions to Put-in-Bay

Round Trip
Cedar Point Excursions-$1.00 Round Trip
On Sunday, Monday, Wednesday and Friday

Cleveland One Way Fare—Every Day-$1.50
Big Steel Steamer “* Put-In-Bay ** leaves Detroit every day at $:00
a. m. Central Standard Time

Steel Side Wheel Steamer “‘Frank E. Kirhy'* leaves Dotroit week £
Central Time,

FREE DANCING—Finzel's Orchestra on Str. “ Put-in-Bay "
Whole afternoon at Put-In-Bay.
hours at Cedar Point. Visit

Big
Hoar

Every
Round Trip Fare
Same day on
Week Days =

. days at 5:00 p. m.

out “mud and treason”




